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Art Unit: 2872 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2,4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17, 18, 20-22, 24, 25 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Leonberger (US Patent No. 5,909,326). 

Regarding claim 1 , Leonberger discloses a vehicular rearview mirror assembly, 
comprising: a base assembly (Fig. 4) comprising a base frame (Fig. 4 Numeral 3) for 
mounting the rearview mirror assembly to a vehicle (Abstract Line 1); a reflective 
element (Fig. 4 Numeral 5) mounted to the base frame (3) for providing an occupant of 
the vehicle with a rearview; and a low friction bearing (Fig. 4 Numeral 22 and 23) 
interposed between the base frame (3) and the reflective element (5) for facilitating 
movement of the reflective element relative to the base frame (3). 

Regarding claim 2, Leonberger discloses wherein the low friction bearing (Fig. 3 
Numeral 22 and 23) comprises a ball bearing (see Leonberger Col 4 Lines 3-4 and Fig. 
4 Numeral 22 and 23). 

Regarding claim 4, Leonberger discloses wherein the reflective element (Fig. 4 
Numeral 5) further comprises a mounting frame (Fig. 4 Numeral 4) attached to the 
reflective element (5), and the base assembly (3) further comprises at least one arm 
(Fig. 4 Numeral 13) moveably connected to the mounting frame (4), and the low friction 
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bearing (22 and 23) is interposed between the at least one arm (13) and the mounting 
frame (4) for facilitating the movement of the mounting frame relative to the base 
assembly. 

Regarding claim 5, Leonberger discloses wherein the low friction bearing (Fig. 3 
Numeral 22 and 23) comprises a ball bearing (see Leonberger Col 4 Lines 3-4 and Fig. 
4 Numeral 22 and 23). 

Regarding claim 7, Leonberger discloses wherein the base assembly (Fig. 5) 
further comprises at least one arm moveably connected (Fig. 5 Numeral 13) to the base 
frame (3) and the low friction bearing (22 and 23) is interposed between the at least one 
arm (13) and the base frame (3) for facilitating the movement of the at least one arm 
(13) relative to the base frame (3). 

Regarding claim 8, Leonberger discloses wherein the low friction bearing (Fig. 3 
Numeral 22 and 23) comprises a ball bearing (see Leonberger Col 4 Lines 3-4 and Fig. 
4 Numeral 22 and 23). 

Regarding claim 10, Leonberger discloses wherein the moveable connection (Col 
3 Lines 14-19 and Fig. 5 Numeral 13) comprises a pivot connection (see Leonberger 
Col 4 Lines 27-30, and Fig 5 dashed lines of Numeral 13 and 1 1 ), the base frame 
comprises parallel spaced-apart flanges (in another embodiment Fig. 3 Numeral 17 and 
18), and the at least one arm (13) is interposed between the parallel flanges (Col 4 
Lines 11-12) to form the pivot connection. 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , Leonberger discloses wherein the low friction bearing (Fig. 3 
Numeral 22 and 23) is interposed between the at least one arm (13) and the parallel 
flanges (17 and 18). 

Regarding claim 12, Leonberger discloses wherein the low friction bearing (Fig. 3 
Numeral 22 and 23) comprises a ball bearing (see Leonberger Col 4 Lines 3-4 and Fig. 
4 Numeral 22 and 23). 

Regarding claim 14, Leonberger discloses a vehicular rearview mirror assembly, 
comprising: a reflective element (Fig. 4 Numeral 5) mounted to a mounting frame (4) for 
providing an occupant of the vehicle with a rearward view; an extension arm (6, 7, 12, 
and 13) mounted to a vehicle (Col 3 Lines 24-25) and moveably attached to the 
reflective element assembly (Col 4 Lines 21-24); and a low friction bearing (22 and 23) 
interposed between the mounting frame (4) and the extension arm (6, 7, 12, and 13) for 
facilitating movement of the reflective element relative to the extension arm. 

Regarding claim 15, Leonberger discloses wherein the low friction bearing (Fig. 3 
Numeral 22 and 23) comprises a ball bearing (see Leonberger Col 4 Lines 3-4 and Fig. 

4 Numeral 22 and 23). 

Regarding claim 17, Leonberger discloses vehicular rearview mirror assembly, 
comprising: a base assembly (Fig. 4) comprising a base frame (Fig. 4 Numeral 3) for 
mounting the rearview mirror assembly to a vehicle; at least one support arm (13) for 
supporting a reflective element (5) and moveably connected (Col 3 Lines 14-19 and Fig. 

5 Numeral 13) to the base frame (3) for selectively folding the reflective element against 
the vehicle and extending the reflective element away from the vehicle (Fig. 5 dotted 
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Numeral 4); and a low friction bearing (Fig. 4 Numeral 22 and 23) interposed between 
the base frame (3) and the at least one support arm (13) for facilitating movement of the 
reflective element relative to the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 18, Leonberger discloses wherein the low friction bearing (Fig. 3 
Numeral 22 and 23) comprises a ball bearing (see Leonberger Col 4 Lines 3-4 and Fig. 
4 Numeral 22 and 23). 

Regarding claim 20, Leonberger discloses wherein the moveable connection (Col 

3 Lines 14-19 and Fig. 5 Numeral 13) comprises a pivot connection (11), the base 
frame (3) comprises parallel spaced-apart flanges (in another embodiment Fig. 3 
Numeral 17 and 18), and the at least one support arm (13) is interposed between the 
parallel flanges (Col 4 Lines 11-12) to form the pivot connection. 

Regarding claim 21 , Leonberger discloses wherein the low friction bearing (Fig. 3 
Numeral 22 and 23) is interposed between the at least one arm (13) and the parallel 
flanges (17 and 18). 

Regarding claim 22, Leonberger discloses wherein the low friction bearing (Fig. 3 
Numeral 22 and 23) comprises a ball bearing (see Leonberger Col 4 Lines 3-4 and Fig. 

4 Numeral 22 and 23). 

Regarding claim 24, Leonberger discloses a vehicular rearview mirror assembly, 
comprising: a base assembly (Fig. 4) comprising a base frame (3) for mounting the 
rearview mirror assembly to a vehicle; at least one support arm (13) for supporting a 
reflective element (5) and pivotably (1 1) connected to the base frame (3) for selectively 
folding the reflective element against the vehicle and extending the reflective element 
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away from the vehicle (Fig. 5 dotted Numeral 4); and a pair of parallel spaced-apart 
flanges (in another embodiment Fig. 3 Numeral 17 and 18), wherein the at least one 
support arm (13) is interposed between the parallel flanges (Col 4 Lines 11-12) to form 
the pivot connection. 

Regarding claim 25, Leonberger discloses wherein the pivot connection (Fig. 3 
Numeral 11) comprises a ball bearing (8). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 6, 9, 13, 16, 19, 23, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Leonberger (US Patent No. 5,909,326) in view of Urbanek (US 
Patent No. 4,789,232). 

Regarding claims 3, 6, 9, 13, 16, 19, 23, and 26, Leonberger discloses the 
claimed invention as set forth above. Leonberger lacks the teaching wherein the low 
friction bearing and the pivot connection comprises a roller bearing. 

However, Urbanek teaches a rearview mirror assembly that comprises a roller 
bearing (see Urbanek Col 3 Lines 19-21 and Fig 4 Numeral 56). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to substitute a ball bearing of Leonberger with a roller bearing 
described by Urbanek for the purpose of enabling a close fit and pivotability between a 
mirror support arm and a pivot support base; in addition, ball bearings and roller 
bearings are functionally equivalent in the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pranav V. Khatri whose telephone number is 571-272- 
831 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Drew Dunn can be reached on 571-272-2312. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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